Remember Me Meeting Notice -

for  January  2011

  2nd  Tuesday, January 18th,  at 6:30p.m.      FYI – dinner plans, 5 o'clock, at La Madeline's

2011 New Officers
Becky Stringer- president  (h) 753-6934
Iris Almond Comeaux - vice president  (c) 936-7249

Bonnie Moates - treasurer  (c) 892-6743
Suzi Montague - newsletter/secretary (w) 342-6186

Lillian Dann- past president  (h) 296-0871

..... This is a world of action, and not for moping and droning in.   ~ Charles Dickens~
From the President(((.. Rebecca Stringer
Happy New Year to all my friends of Remember Me,

I hope all of you will join us again this year for learning, for fun, and for community service.  Of course, guests are always welcome.

The Board has met, with great attendance and enthusiasm.  Lillian Dann and her committee have come up with some wonderful lotto ideas which will be new and challenging for you.  Pat Neal will share some great fund-raising ideas which will entertain us while earning money for our guild.  Ann Frazier is on board as hospitality chairman and will tell us at the meeting what activities are in store for this year.  Bonnie will continue as treasurer and will also serve as guild liaison for The Giving Quilt, a very worthy cause that makes quilted items for non-profit agencies.  The efficient Suzi will help us keep up with all our activities through a monthly newsletter and other mailings.  I can’t wait for you to hear what all Iris Comeaux has come up with for programs and challenges.

The Board is working on a couple of workshops for you.  I hope all of you will attend the kick-off meeting this Tuesday night, the 18th, to share your ideas and input.  We need all of you!

I am eager to see all of you and your latest projects on Tuesday.

Becky

 _______________________________

( – Tonight's program - A Happy New Year of Quilting -   Tonight is the Kick-Off  for a year filled with great potential!!  Be a part of it !!  Be ready to add your ideas to the mix.  Contact the board members with your suggestions.

(  Beth Jessup will speak about Patch, No Work workshop set for March 5.  Sign up tonight for the class. Cost of class is $10, also a pattern fee.  Limited to 20. More explanation later in the newsletter.

(  Giving Quilt Challenge, Candy Bergeron shall speak on how we can join in this worthy cause as a guild challenge.  Our participation will also serve as our big community service project for the year.

(  Fat Quarter Lotto - "Scrap Mania (Darks)"-   See Suzi.  Bring as many FQ's as you like in dark values, any color, and you get that many chances to win as the number of FQ's that you bring.  Winner takes all or split the pot. Whoever wins, decides!!

( Wear Your (fiber) Name Tag - Only members who wear their fiber name tags are entered in a drawing for a $10 gift certificate or $10 cash to spend as you wish.

Happy Birthdays for December  (note: please bring your raffle prizes to the January meeting)

Martha deHoop - 5th   Jean Griffin - 18th   Linda Love - 15th   

Happy Birthdays for January
Ann Frazier - 27th   Nina Delaune - 11th   Glen Parks - 17th   Pat Patterson - 20th   Andi Smith - 10th 

Rosalind Sellers - 30th  

Treasurer's Report for Jan.    Balance is $2800 in treasury with no outstanding debts.

List of committee chairs/ contact info 

- Auction, Ways & Means, Birthday Bonanza - Pat Neal 753-2407 or sewhappy1@cox.net 

‑  Fat Quarter Lotto  ‑ Suzi  342-6186  montagues@legis.state.la.us 

- Internet/Website - Bonnie Moates  (c) 892-6743  bonnie.moates@cox.net 

‑  Lotto Blocks ‑ Lillian Dann (h) 296-0871  lilliandann@cox.net 

- Name tag drawing - Suzi

‑  Programs ‑ Iris Comeaux (c) 936-7249  ibalmond@cox.net  

- Publicity -  Carolyn Tidovsky  752-3853  ctidovsky@cox.net 

‑  Retreat committee ‑ Pat Neal  753-2407 or sewhappy1@cox.net 

‑  Social Committee ‑ Ann Frazier  (c) 266-8628  frazierrj@cox.net  

 - Teachers/Classes - Becky Stringer 753-6934  rebeccastringer@cox.net 

- Welcome/Greeter - (open)

- Welcome Packet/New Members - Robin Waller 971-7827  rwaller@alumni.lsu.edu 

Out and About - Miscellaneous..........
Patch, No Work Quilt Class - with Beth Jessup

Saturday, March 5.  Limited to 20, sign up at the Jan. meeting (with payment of $10 due at that time). Class fee is actually $20, however, the guild will pick up 1/2 the fee for each class member.  It is the guild's promotion of educational opportunities. 

There is a nominal pattern fee. Beth supplies the patterns.  Lunch: brown bag with guild furnishing drinks and chips.  Volunteers may bring cookies, etc for dessert. 

Beth will come to the Jan. meeting to promote class.  She offers to assist participants, in advance of class date, to choose a color pallette.  This means meeting setting up a time with Beth at one of the local quilt shops to choose fabrics.

Mama's Quilt Shop has a new BOM called The Romance Continues by Marti Michell featuring the Wild Rose II collection from Maywood Fabrics. Pre-order the kit.  There is a $60 non-refundable deposit and $10 per month for 12 months.  Sashing blocks and borders will be available in April.  Templates sets B and D from Marti Michell are available to purchase if you do not already have these two sets.

Membership applications will appear in the January and February newsletters.  Please send your application along with $20 to the treasurer: 

       Bonnie Moates   16848 Jefferson Highway   Baton Rouge, LA   70817

Calendar of Events    More Things to See & Do...........
Jan 10-

mid-Feb
A Walk Through the Swamp- 10th  Annual Quilt-the-Swamp Exhibit, BREC Bluebonnet Swamp, walk through a forest of quilted trees.  The pieces are 6-7 feet tall, 14 inches wide, and are viewed from both sides. Michael Young curator (c) 355-5408  (e) myoungbr@cox.net  Admission fee is $2. Open every day, except Monday. Exhibit is up until mid-February.

Jan 22
GSQA Quarterly meeting, Saturday, at St. Paul's, 10-3, River City Guild is to host. Flavin Glover is guest speaker.  All area quilters are invited to attend. Show & tell. Bring a bag lunch or visit local eateries.  Drinks and desserts are provided.  Seminar previews.  Also there will be a drawing for a class giveaway to a Bonnie Hunter workshop for Monday, January 31, "Playing with Jacks," donated by Jo Paula Lantier.

if you would like to help out...

Noreen Mazzaroppi - to chair, needs helpers to greet attendees, etc,

contact Noreen (h)  673‑9847 or (c) 715‑6133 or quiltroomnor@cox.net 

Jan 24
Monday, 6 PM- 8 PM, Giving Quilt group will teach Girl Scouts how to sew "Crate Comforters," a small quilt for adopted dogs and cats, as a community service project. Located at St. Margaret’s, Perkins/Siegen in conjunction with CAAWS, the Capital Area Animal Welfare Society. - Contact Candy Bergeron at 936‑2238  for more info.

Jan 25
Tuesday, 9-3, a community sit & sew invitation is extended to all from the Giving Quilt group, at St. Margaret's to sew charity quilts or your own projects.

Jan 27
FREE LECTURE with Bonnie Hunter  - OPEN to area quilters!! Bonnie Hunter lectures on her quilt biography. Arrive at 6:30, lecture begins at 7 p.m.  St. Margaret's Episcopal Church, Perkins/Siegen.  Bring a friend.

Jan 27-31
Bonnie Hunter classes: 2 from River City and 2 from Stashbuilders.   All classes cost $40.   Location is St. Margaret's Episcopal Church on Perkins/Siegen.  Class room opens at 8:30 for set up. Starting times are 9 a.m., except for *Sunday class that starts at noon after church.  Supply list shall be e-mailed to you.

some openings available:  To see Ms Hunter's work, go to her website. www.quiltville.com 

Details:

River City Classes contact is  Alice Fredlund  (h) 924‑6775 (e) a.fredlund1@gmail.com  

Jan. 27th "Cathedral Stars" (5 spots left) Class room opens at 8:30 for set up.

Jan. 28th, "Pineapple Blossom"  (Full)  Class room opens at 8:30 for set up.

Stash Builders classes contact Noreen (h) 225 673‑9847 (c) 715‑6133  quiltroomnor@cox.net  

*Sun., Jan. 30th -  "My Blue Heaven"  (Class begins *at noon, after church services) (full)

Mon. Jan. 31st -  "Playing with Jacks" Class room opens at 8:30 for set up. (5 spots available)

Mar 16/20
GSQA Seminar held in at the Marriott. For details    www.gulfstatesquilting.org  

May 7

Giving Quilt Exhibit - St. Gabriel Community Center

____________

Pearls of Wisdom from Luana Rubin of E-Quilter (post for 1/12/11)

This is the time of year when many of us clean, organize, and purge in our homes and our work spaces. If you are a quilter, that may also mean that you take out your stash, reorganize your fabrics and color stories, and find more efficient ways to store and display your threads, cutting tools, and notions. It is very satisfying after a few hours or even a few days to look across your table or your studio space, and see neatly stacked clear plastic boxes with color-coded labels, or your 200 color thread collection symmetrically organized into a visual color wheel, or all of your quilt marking pencils lined up in a neat row like little lead soldiers.  Don't get too attached.

Creating is a messy business, and no matter how much you stop and clean up as you are designing, cutting and stitching, let's face it...that magazine‑perfect creative space is not going to stay clean and neat for long.  

Then there is the question of HOW MUCH IS TOO MUCH FABRIC?  My own personal fabric collection was really getting out of hand when we decided to open e-Quilter, and then it became not an addiction but a business. *smile*  I still have a textile collection that is spread out in 4 locations between home and work, although I do a yearly purge and try to get rid of things that are no longer tantalizing. But most of it is still impossible to part with, so I focus on organizing and compartmentalizing all my notions, embellishments and other creative doo‑dads. 

So when does collecting become hoarding?  When you have a tiny little path through the room between stacks of fabric that go from floor to ceiling (and you never share or give away anything).  When does cleaning and editing become obsessive purging and subsequent obsessive regret?  When you wake up in a cold sweat at 3 a.m. and realize you gave away or threw away something that was PERFECT for a new project... that you just thought of at 2:59 a.m.

A lot of quilters make jokes about how they hide their stash from their spouses, but I really do know people who keep their fabric in the trunk of their car and then sneak it into the house late at night. 

Well, if collecting fabric is a guilty pleasure, I say it is much better than doing drugs or becoming an alcoholic. 

Even though we have a warehouse full of fabrics, I still collect textiles when I travel. I can't display them all, so I store them in an antique chest and bring them out to "play" when I need a picker‑upper. Exquisite embroidery, hand‑loomed ikats, hand‑tied tiny shibori dots, embellishment with metallic threads and glass beads, and 3‑dimensional applique... I don't cut these up, but I use them as design inspiration. It is my personal textile petting zoo.  ... sharing your passion for fabric...  Luana

The Usual Stuff..........
Birthday Bonanza Raffle – Participation is voluntary

 - On your birthday month, please bring a small unwrapped gift. (patterns, candy, FQ's, notions, gently-worn books etc., just something cute or quilt-related)

 - Purchase raffle tickets. ($.25 each) 

 - Write your name on each ticket.  Place tickets in corresponding receptacle.  Guild members and guests may buy an unlimited number of chances.  Hint: Use adhesive address labels.  

 - A separate drawing for each gift. Monies go to guild education opportunities and functions. 

 - You may bring something at any time, even if it is not your birthday.

– DO NOT PARK IN THE FRONT LOT - St. Paul's church officials state that we cannot fill up the front parking lot that faces Old Hammond Hwy.  Handicapped parking only, however, you may drop off your stuff at the front door, but please re-park your car in the back lot, asap, on meetings and sew days.

_________________________________

a few words about GSQA ......... who - what - when  - where

Gulf States Quilting Association was organized in 1984 in New Orleans by Marion Maerke (hence the scholarship).  Mission statement, "to create, stimulate, maintain, and demonstrate all things relating to quilts and the art of quiltmaking with community service endeavors such as quilting shows, seminars, workshops, and lectures."  Members number over 1300 women and men located throughout the USA.  GSQA's region includes a network of chapters located in Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and the Florida Panhandle. Annual dues are $20.

www.gulfstatesquilting.org   Four meetings per year, newsletters, seminar, and biennial quilt show.  

about the GSQA 2011 Educational Seminar......... 
A four‑day seminar each Spring (March 16-20, 2011) held in Baton Rouge at the Marriott.   Seminar affords members as well as non‑members the opportunity to learn from some of the best nationally-known teachers in the world of quilting.  Non-members pay a higher class fee.

about GSQA circuit teacher classes.....
Circuit Teacher classes are scheduled by your guild. A list is located on website - Cost is $20 per  member.  $40 for non-members (of which $20 is used to pay for GSQA one-year membership.)


Sit & Sew Days -You are cordially invited to attend any of these Sit & Sew days.

-  Second and Fourth Tuesdays  -St. Margaret's Episcopal Church, 12663 Perkins Rd, from 9- 3p.m. 

Work on your own projects or Giving Quilt activities. Contact Noreen.

-  Second Saturday  - St. Paul's Lutheran Church, same hours. Contact  Jo Paula.

-  Wednesdays - - Hand Sewing -an invitation extended by Gayle Soileau - you are invited to...
the Cross-Stitch Corner on Coursey Blvd. - an opportunity for any type of handwork, i.e., knitting, cross-stitch, embroidery, etc.  Bring a sack lunch. Sewing from 10:15 a.m. -2:30 p.m.

....The Giving Quilt, Inc.  -
The Giving Quilt group meets at St. Margaret's Episcopal Church, 12663 Perkins Road.

The two‑fold mission of The Giving Quilt, Inc. is    

1)  To promote the creation of quilts that provide comfort to children and adults; and 

2)  To increase public awareness and support for numerous community service organizations.

Bonnie Moates is your Remember Me guild liaison. bonnie.moates@cox.net 

other contacts: Linda Wiggins  (h) 673‑6621 (e) linda.wiggins@englobal.com  or 

Noreen Mazzaroppi (h) 225-673-9847 (c) 225-715-6133 (e) quiltroomnor@cox.net
More details:  

Newsletter is available, - a forthcoming Website - list of quilt size parameters by organization name:

Size parameters:  Quilts of Valor 50"x60" or larger; CASA, Children's Hospital N.O., and Braveheart, 50"x60", age appropriate for youth age 3-18; Women's Hospital - preemie quilts go home with baby (24x36), In-the-isolette (ICU) quilts are the size of a Fat Quarter, use flannel or thin batting, no solid yellows (it gives the false appearance of jaundice); Isolette covers stay in-hospital,  32x40, subject to hard washing.  For other sizes see web page.

2011 Exhibit Date - Sat., May 7th
Exhibit Location - St. Gabriel Community Center - Nicholson Dr. Extension.  The facility is quite large, room for plenty of activities. 

________________________

Minutes of the last meeting, Dec. - Christmas Party

 39 members and 1 guest were welcomed. 

 - Jean, as head of the social committee, welcomed everyone, Becky sang the Lord's Prayer, we ate.

Lillian gave her thanks to the guild for a great year as president.  Presented gifts to the board and committee chairs.  Commented on the lovely table decorations.

Becky speaks, as our in-coming president, about 2011 as a year of educational opportunities, such as Beth Jessup to teach a class, Patch-No-Work.  Iris is planning a program schedule.  A board meeting date is TBA.

Lillian's gift from the guild was a cross-hatch setting of 4 patch floral prints, sashed in soft green.

Games:

 - Hysterically played games of Cut-throat Musical Chairs.  Jean Griffin, who controlled the music, could hardly control her laughter.  Kay Howell won a quilt top. 

 - A Left/Tight game with Christmas Cards, had Lenora Sullivan, a guest, won the second quilt top.

Christmas Fat Quarter Winner:  Jean Griffin

Name Tag winner: Becky Stringer

Suzi read the details of a nice thank-you note frm CAAWS for our donation of $200.

adjourn

